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Kanawha County Commission implements “Safe Opening” plan to begin 

Monday May 18th  
        

Charleston W.Va. – Beginning Monday, May 18th, 2020, the Kanawha County Commission will 

begin a safe opening of Courthouse facilities, including the offices of the County Commission, Circuit 

Clerk and Magistrate Clerk, County Clerk, Assessor, Prosecuting Attorney, and Sheriff.    

General Rules:  

 

• Employees, members of the public, and vendors who are currently ill or have flu like 

symptoms SHALL NOT enter any building or office. 

• Fever screening is mandatory prior to entry. 

• The public is still strongly encouraged to call, at the office numbers listed below, or visit the 

website at www.kanawha.us before visiting any office. 

• Facial coverings are REQUIRED for access to the Judicial Annex Building and for the County 

Clerk’s Record Room and are strongly recommended for all other areas.  It is the 

responsibility of the person seeking access to provide their own appropriate facial covering.  

• The hours of the Old Courthouse at 409 Virginia Street are set at 8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday 

to Friday. 

• The hours of the Judicial Annex have been set at 9:00am to 4:00pm, Monday to Friday. 

• Each office may require appointments, maintain individual hours and may implement 

additional safeguards for public access. 

• The Circuit Clerk's Office has a lock box located on the 1st floor of the Judicial Building and 

encourages lawyers and litigants to continue to place documents to be filed in the lock box 

or to forward documents to be filed by mail. 

• All rules are subject to change due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Office Numbers:  County Commission 304-357-0101, Circuit Clerk's Office 304-357-0440, County Clerk at 304-

357-0130, Assessor 304-357-0250, Prosecuting Attorney 304-357-0300, and Sheriff Tax Office at 304-357-

0210 and Sheriff Law Enforcement at 304-357-0200. 



 

 

Commission President W. Kent Carper stated, “With the utmost care and caution we will be safely expanding 

access to the Courthouse buildings. We ask that citizens show respect for each other and our employees by 

following these new safety protocols.  We fully understand the extreme seriousness and necessity for 

scrupulous surveillance of this process, and reserve the absolute right to curtail or rescind the reopening 

process in whole or in part.”  

 

Commissioner Ben Salango noted, “The judicial building will allow public access per the guidelines issued by the 

West Virginia Supreme Court and Chief Judge Charlie King. Multiple safety precautions, including mandatory fever 

screening and facial coverings for visitors, are in place to protect court personnel and the public.”  

 

Commissioner Hoppy Shores added, “It is great that we are able to reopen our buildings to the public.  We can 

finally see a light at the end of tunnel!”  
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