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The Developing HIV/AIDS Situation 
in Kanawha County and West Virginia



130 new HIV cases from injection 
drug use are predicted in Kanawha 
County before the end of 2021; 
HIV infections are on the rise in 
counties throughout West Virginia.



A molecular cluster has been 
identified in Kanawha County that 
is spreading at 12 times the rate of 
the national average.



On average, an individual with HIV 
from injection drug use spreads 
the infection to three other people.



Most new cases are among the 
unhoused and housing insecure 
population.

Most HIV positive individuals likely 
to share needles with others are 
under 40 years old.
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Covenant House’s 
Direct Advocacy Response



 HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH AIDS

The Housing Opportunities for Persons with 
AIDS (HOPWA) program was created in 1990 
through the AIDS Housing Opportunity Act as 
part of the federal response to the AIDS 
epidemic.

HOPWA was formed based on research 
demonstrating a strong connection between 
housing status and successful HIV treatment 
outcomes: increased housing stability helps 
improve health, reduces HIV transmission, and 
predicts lower viral load and reduced mortality. 
In other words, housing assistance is 
cost-effective HIV prevention.

Covenant House has been a HOPWA 
program site for almost 30 years.



3

4

DIRECT RESPONSE

Locating Program Participants

Intensive Case Management

Direct Healthcare Services

Homelessness Prevention

Preventative Education 

Identifying Housing Options
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Covenant House provides services to 
22 of the southernmost counties in 
West Virginia.



Collaborated with the Disease 
Intervention Specialist Team from the 
CDC to locate persons identified as 
HIV positive.

1 LOCATING PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS



Provided daily, boots-on-the-ground 
advocacy and intensive case 
management to improve access to 
health care and recovery programs for 
every HOPWA client.

2 INTENSIVE CASE MANAGEMENT



In partnership with The Ryan White Program at 
CAMC and the WV Health Right on-site clinic, 
facilitated access to HIV testing, Hep. C testing, 
PrEP, peer specialist recovery coaches, 
behavioral health specialists, and harm 
reduction including syringe exchange meeting 
state and local ordinances.

3 DIRECT HEALTHCARE SERVICES



Provided 655 services during the 
2020–2021 grant year; direct 
services included utility, rent, or 
mortgage assistance to clients at risk 
of losing housing.

4 HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION



Offered education on subjects including 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP); how to 
obtain clean syringes; how to clean syringes 
properly; how to get connected to harm 
reduction programs and addiction and 
recovery services; and housing opportunities 
for injection drug users.

5 PREVENTATIVE EDUCATION



Connected unhoused population to 
safe housing options that included 
shelter, hotel/motel, permanent 
housing, and recovery programming.

6 IDENTIFYING HOUSING OPTIONS



Housing is an act 
of healthcare.

The HIV crisis is an issue that 
affects all of us. By providing 
housing assistance and other 
crucial services to HIV positive 
individuals in our community, 
we can help improve treatment 
outcomes and reduce the spread 
of the infection.



HEALTHCARE ON-SITE FOR UNHOUSED POPULATIONS

The community collaboration between WV 
Health Right, Covenant House, and the CAMC 
Ryan White Program has grown tremendously 
over the past few years. 

Working side by side, we have been able to 
integrate dedicated harm reduction services, 
substance use disorder treatment, and 
preventative care, such as PrEP, into a 
comprehensive health clinic model that easily 
and readily accessible to those who are also 
utilizing the services at Covenant House.

WV Health Right’s mission is to provide 
comprehensive quality healthcare to 
impoverished uninsured/underinsured adults 
regardless of insurance or financial status.



Questions


